
This Labour Day long weekend promised race fans an action packed finale with at least 4 National titles to be decided. For the 

Acceleration Race Team,  Pro rider Clint McBain returns with the expectation of putting his Alberta Cycle Suzuki Dealer’s Group 

GSX-R1000 on the podium. From the other side of the Acceleration tent, 

McBain’s step-son Cody Matechuk would attempt to take his second  

National  title in two years coming in to this race with a commanding lead 

in the Amateur 600 Sportbike class. 

 

Friday practice wasn’t expected to hold many surprises. For both  

Matechuk & McBain, their pace was topping the boards with McBain the 

first rider to hit the 1:04 mark in superbike and Matechuk nearly a half 

second ahead of his field. All looked to favor the young privateer team 

until the final session of the day. Half way through an out lap on a new set 

of tires, McBain’s powerful Suzuki was maneuvering the hairpin on the 

back straight when the bike stepped out and launched it’s rider into the 

air. Coming down hard on his back, McBain didn’t move and the session 

was red flagged as Medics attended to the podium hopeful. Shortly after, McBain cleared the medical center but was later forced 

to visit the local emergency for further medical treatment. It was uncertain if he would be back for the final race of the year. 

  

Matechuk entered the Saturday qualifying session with 2 specific goals. #1 - to set a new track record, #2 - take pole position. 

The young Cochrane teen put his head down and by lap three in his 20 minute session, accomplished both. With a time of 

1:07.0 Matechuk earned his 5th lap record of 2009 (in only 6 events). McBain’s efforts though heartfelt, were slightly more  

uncertain as he physically struggled to mount his Acceleration GSX-R1000 after Friday’s crash. His bruised torso had quickly 

become the talk of the paddock and a painful distraction for the seasoned rider. Following a 10 minute grid-wide warm-up 

McBain anxiously awaited his turn in Superpole. 5 riders into the times event, McBain was the 5th rider to leave the grid and 

brought his Alberta Cycle machine around at 1:05.3, nearly 0.5 seconds off his pre-injury warm-up pace but quick enough to put 

him near the front of the grid for Sunday’s Superbike finale. As Sunday evolved, McBain surrendered a crowd pleasing wave and 

cinched up his Zox helmet to take to the track. The Alberta Cycle Acceleration Racing Suzuki Dealer’s Group machine lined up 

on the outside of row#2. From the flash of green McBain was squeezed out and shuffled back through turn one. The injured rider 

fought hard to work through the field and catch the leaders. By lap 16 he clawed his way back into podium contention. Dog  

fighting with the Factory Yamaha machine, the red and black Suzuki of McBain’s worked tirelessly to find an opening. Lacombe’s 

pace was slower, but the opportunities to pass were few. As the final lap flag waved, McBain lined up a perfect drive exiting the 

front straight and carried the momentum through turn 2. McBain squeezed inside of Lacombe to set up the pass in corner 3. A 

yellow flag suddenly came into view indicating a fallen rider and a “no passing” rule in effect. McBain pulled in the reigns and 

begrudgingly followed Lacombe through the corner. Rounding the final turn on the shortened Pro track in near unison, McBain 

ran out of tarmac to make the pass before the finish flag. “The pace really slowed when I caught up to Lacombe” shared McBain. 

“I had determined the cleanest point for me to make the pass but didn’t know it was under a yellow flag. We fought back hard 

today and I planned to be on the podium for my team (in spite of the injury); they worked so hard to keep me in the running.” 

McBain’s performance secured him a 3rd place finish n the Series and the top privateer position in the 2009 Race Season.  

 

Following Superbike, the highly anticipated Championship 

conclusion for the 600 Amateur Sportbike title was under 

way.  Matechuk merely had to complete the 14-lap event in 

17th position or better to bring home the title.  The crowd 

gathered quickly as more than 30 riders took to the track to 

line up for the start. As provisional polesitter, Matechuk took 

the outside position in row one and waited. The light turned 

green and the front row slingshot through the 1st corner. 

Matechuk exited in 2nd position and held there through the 

first two laps. The pace was quick; bouncing around the low 

1:07 mark when Matechuk made a move to take the lead 

running deep into the corner exiting the back straightaway. 

For the next three laps, the Alberta Cycle Acceleration Suzuki Dealer Group GSX-R600 worked to pull away from the front  

runners but could not cut loose. Choosing to protect his title shot, Matechuk backed off the pace and prepared himself to settle in 

for a 2nd or 3rd if needed. He dropped back one position and held his pace. With the 3rd place runner crashing out of  

contention, Matechuk gained nearly 14 seconds of breathing room and settled in to finish 2nd and seal his bid for the 2009  

Amateur National Championship Title. “It was hard to hold back and settle for a position. That’s not what racer’s do”, explained 

Matechuk. “But my job this weekend was all about the title, not the race.  I knew that going in.” The title becomes Matechuk’s 

second in 2 years and pushes the 15 year old into the Pro ranks for 2010. The Acceleration Race Team would like to extend a 

heartfelt “Thank You” to all their Sponsors who came on board through 2009 to make this tremendous outcome possible! 

THE TEAM 

SPONSORS 

P/R ARCHIVES 

RACE SCHEDULE 

BREAKING NEWS 

Press Releases by:  BABY whale Marketing 

 REMOVE ME FROM LIST, thank you. 

Sept.8, 2009 

Acceleration Racing Brings Title Home 

RACE UPDATE 

Shannonville, Ont. - Round 7- 
 Canadian National Championships 

Box 833, Cochrane, AB, Canada 
Ph: 403-999-3546     Fax 1-866-467-9445 

http://www.accelerationracing.com/ar-sponsors.html
http://www.accelerationracing.com/sponsors.htm
http://www.accelerationracing.com/news-a-press-release-archive/ar-in-the-public.html
http://www.accelerationracing.com/pr.htm
http://www.accelerationracing.com/2009-race-schedule.html
http://www.accelerationracing.com/schedule.htm
http://www.accelerationracing.com/team-profiles/clint-mcbain.html
http://www.accelerationracing.com/profiles.htm
http://www.albertacycle.com/
http://www.one-trackmind.ca/
http://moto.suzuki.ca/
http://www.joerocket.com/002-G-S.html
http://www.zoxhelmets.com/
http://www.hindle.com/
http://www.performancefriction.com/
http://www.motovan.com/
http://www.accelerationracing.com/shoppinghb.htm
http://www.nbsupercycle.com/
http://www.stongerecreation.com/
mailto:clint@accelerationracing.com?subject=remove%20me%20from%20PRESS%20RELEASE%20list
http://www.accelerationracing.com/
http://www.accelerationracing.com/sponsors.htm
http://www.accelerationracing.com/
http://www.procycleonline.com/
http://www.braketech.com/
http://www.albertacycle.com/
http://www.racetech.com/
http://www.superiorsuspensionsettings.com/
http://www.hindle.com/
http://www.joerocket.com/002-G-S.html
http://www.accelerationracing.com/

